Banana belonging to family Musaceae is the fourth most important crop after rice, wheat and corn. Fruit harvested from bananas and plantains are important components of food-security in the tropical world and provide main source of income to the agrarians through local and international trade. India stands as the major producer of banana with an annual production of 28.4 million tons on 796,500 ha, which contribute to 27% of the world production and about 38% of the total fruit crop production in the nation. In developing countries, post-harvest losses of fruits and vegetables account for almost 50% of the produce. India, the world's second largest producer of fruits and vegetables, loses 35-40% of the produce due to excessive softening, every year. Therefore, ripening associated softening is the obvious target to extend the fruit shelf-life and to control the post-harvest losses globally.
